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Do not Hinder the Little Children from Coming to Me 

Matthew 19:13-14 
Introduction: 

1. New Garth Brooks Song: “Mom” Where God is talking to an unborn child, scared to go into the world. 

2. God reassures the child that there is someone who is waiting for him/her who cares and loves them; it’s 

his/her mom.  

3. We need to reexamine our purpose as parents and as a church and make sure we are facilitating growth rather 

than hindering growth. 

4. Matthew 18:6 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble…” 

Discussion: 

I. Parents Do Not Hinder the Children 

 A. Example 

  1. Jeremiah 9:13-14- God is going to punish them for not following His law like their parents did 

  2. The Kings were described as following after their father or not following after their father, the  

  cycle was hard to break but some did it. 

  3. The Faith which was first in your grandmother Lois and mother Eunice (2 Tim. 1:5). 

 B. Priorities 

  1. Train spiritual Warriors (Ephesians 6:4, 10-17). 

  2. Parents are in charge of their kids’ schedule, not the other way around. 

 C. Teaching 

  1. Deuteronomy 6:1-25 (prayer, meditation, sacrifice) 

  2. Judges 2:7-11 

  3. “Discipline your son while there is hope…” (Proverbs 19:18; 1 Samuel 3:10-14). 

II. Church Do Not Hinder Children 

 A. Example 

  1. Matthew 19:13-14- We need to show them that they are important 

  2. We need to show them by spending time with them and showing them we care. 

 B. Priorities  

  1. Hebrews 13:7; 1 Cor. 11:1 

  2. Give them more opportunities to choose fellowship with God’s family than with the world. 

 C. Teaching 

  1. Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 1:28-29 

  2. Preparing them to be the future of the church (Elders, Preachers, Deacons, Servants). 

III. Children Do Not Hinder The World Around You 

 A. Example, Priorities, and Teaching (Matthew 18:1-5) 

  1. KIDS, Who do you look up to? Who is your favorite Sports player, musician, actor, etc… 

  2. Is there something you want to do when you grow up? Someone you want to be? 

  3.  What are you doing about it right now?  

 B. Biblical Characters 

  1. Have you ever heard the story of Daniel, Joseph, or another strong biblical character? 

  2. Is there a member in this congregation who you want to be?  

  3. Same with sports or education, the training needs to begin now because it is ultimately your  

  responsibility to make sure that you are right with God. 

  4. You are the future of the church (elders, preacher, deacons, teachers, etc…) 

 C. Obey your parents for it is right in the Lord (Eph. 6:1) 

  1. Honor your father and Mother and You will live long in the land… (2-3) 

  2. You will be the good example that your friends and even your own parents will see. 

Conclusion: 

1. If we want to ensure that the church is here in the next generation it begins with the here and now and making 

the necessary changes in our family lives and in the church. Let us not hinder the children in coming to Jesus. 

2. The children can’t not just hear that they need to put God first, they need to see what it looks like in our life. 


