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First Principle Sunday- Have we Helped or Hurt the Instrument Argument? 

Introduction: 

1. It is not convincing when we use bad arguments to teach truths. 

2. Example: If I were to tell you the reason I know God is real, is because I had a dream and I interpreted that 

dream that God came to me, therefore I know God exist. (Bad Arguments do not teach truths, even if it is true). 

3. Let’s deal with the false arguments on both sides of the arguments. 

Discussion: 

I. Foundation of Worship 

 A. Worship is for God 

  1. Acts 17:23-31 

  2. “But as for me, by Your abundant lovingkindness I will enter Your house, At Your holy  

  temple I will bow in reverence for You” (Psalm 5:4). 

  3. God is the only one who deserves our worship (Psalm 56 emphasis 8-10). 

 B. God wants to be worshiped in a specific way 

  1. John 4:23-24; Ephesians 5:9-10 

  2. God punishes those who worship according to their will 

   a. Nadab and Abihu- Leviticus 10 

   b. King Saul- 1 Samuel 13:8-14 

   c. No subjecting ourselves to the righteousness of God- Romans 10:1-3 

   d. Those that do not walk in wisdom will not make it- Matthew 7:21-27 

II. Old Testament usage of Instruments 

 A. Mechanical Instruments were commanded during the Old Testament time 

  1. 2 Chronicles 29:25 

  2. Division of the Musicians (1 Chronicles 25). 

  3. Instruments were played during a specific time of the worship (2 Chronicles 29:26-30) 

 B. The Lord was in their presence during the playing of Instruments 

  1. 2 Chronicles 5:11-14 

  2. Misconception of Amos 6:5- they are composing music to try and be religious like David, yet  

  that would not save them because of their lives (context is Amos 5, emphasis on 1, 10-12, 18-27) 

  3. If one’s heart and lives are wrong, their “proper” worship cannot save them.  

III. New Testament usage of Instrument(s) 

 A. Ephesians 5:15-20 

  1. “Be careful how you walk” (Context Ch.1- our common salvation, Ch. 2- one body, Ch. 3-  

  revealing of the mystery for all to know God, Ch. 4- Unity in truth, Ch. 5-Children of Light). 

  2. “Be filled with the spirit” 

  3. “Speak to one another” 

  4. “Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs” 

  5. “Singing and making melody (psallo)”- psallo with your heart. Our instrument is the heart 

  6. “To the Lord” 

 B. Colossians 3:12-17 

  1. Verse 12-15- the relationship and atmosphere of the congregation matters (Unity). 

  3. “Thankfulness” 

  4. “The word of Christ must richly dwell within us” we must have God’s truths and principles in  

  our hearts and minds when we sing. 

  5. Our singing is to spread wisdom to teach, and to admonish one another 

  6. All of what we do is done through Christ name or by Christ authority giving honor and praise  

  through Him to God the Father 

Conclusion: 

1. We must give people a foundation of God at the center and purpose of our worship. It’s about pleasing Him. 

2. We need to understand the differences in covenants to understand why it was “Okay” under one but “not 

Okay” under the other. 

3. We need also need to realize there is more to out singing then just “not having an instrument.” 


