
Habakkuk 2



RECAP

God is going to answer all of Habakkuk’s 
concerns

God reassure Habakkuk of His 
sovereignty 

Babylon will not go unpunished



 Habakkuk stands watch…the Lord does not wait long to respond.

 Habakkuk was supposed to inscribe the vision he is about to see on a 
tablet, so that people can read it.

 “The one who reads it may run” would better be translated, “That one 
may read it fluently.”
 If it is the first meaning, the Lord expects those who read it, to spread the 

message

 If it is the second, then the Lord wants it written so people can understand it.

 The vision is yet for an appointed time, it is not immediate but it will 
happen at the precise time God intends it to.

 When it comes, it will not delay any longer, there was nothing more 
anyone can do.

 This has Messianic undertones to it



 As for the proud one- most likely Babylon but it applies across the 
board

 His soul is not right within him- he is doomed

 The righteous shall live by faith- faith is the only thing that will get 
them through the 70 year captivity and it will be able to delver them 
from hades

 This passage is quoted 3 times in the New Testament
 Paul in  Romans 1:17- It is the foundation of the book of Romans

 Paul in Galatians 3:11

 Hebrew Author in Hebrews 10:38

 Verse 5 is the antithesis of what it means to be faithful.



6-8

The Chaldeans sins have not gone unnoticed by God

The taunted Israel on the way back to Babylon about them 
no longer singing their songs. (Psalm 137)

The Chaldeans were greedy. This was one reason why God 
told Hezekiah that the Chaldeans would come and plunder 
the temple because he showed it to them (Isaiah 39)

They have plundered and stolen many possessions and 
those from whom they stole would come and take it back.



9-11

The Chaldeans, who have looted and taken things that do 
not belong to themselves have lifted themselves above 
everyone else. (Pride comes before the fall Prov. 16:18)

When Edom did this (Obadiah), God punished them, they 
thought because they were so rich and well off that they 
could not be touched.

Eventually this greed, would turn inside out. They will be 
stealing from each other and their will be such great 
internal conflict that they will become vulnerable.



12-14

They are condemned for building their cities off 
bloodshed and violence.

All of the possessions which they are collecting, will 
perish one day and they should have spent their time 
more wisely.

God’s glory and His word is bigger than the 
Babylonians (Isaiah 11:9)- which is a prophecy of the 
coming Messiah

They do not defeat God by defeating His people!



 15-17

 The Chaldeans immorality knew no bounds, they would give 
and provide alcohol to their enemies to speed up the 
degradation process.

 This may or may not be literal but they would purposefully try 
to make their enemies weak and then attack when they are 
vulnerable.

 God sees this as them showing their own nakedness or 
weakness and God was going to use that to punish them.

 The Babylonians had devastated the rich cedar forests of 
Lebanon and their wildlife (Is 14:8). 

 God was going to do the same to them.



18-20

God mocks the Chaldeans for their trust in Idols

God mocks them by letting them know, they are 
speaking to a god but a piece of wood.

You cannot dress up a piece of wood with gold and 
silver and call it a God, it is still just a piece of wood

There is no life in this wood, no matter what they do!



God is reassuring Habakkuk that Babylon will be 
receiving the just reward for their punishment.

God had already done this but reassures the prophet 
that He is well aware of the sins of Babylon and God 
will punish them as well.

Some take away’s:
 “What goes around comes around”

 “God is bigger than any enemy”

 “Faithfulness is rewarded”

 “Making anything into a god that is not God, is pointless and 
foolish”


