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Haggai- Consider Your Ways 

Introduction: 

1. Review Introduction 

2. The captives would have come home to a pile of rubble (a clean slate in a sense) to show God where their 

priorities lie and to show their appreciation for allowing them to come back.  

3. Because of Haggai’s and Zechariah’s message, we are going to witness one of the quickest “reforms” or 

repentance acts in the Jewish history. It is about 3 1/2 weeks (Hag. 1:1; 1:15). 

Discussion: 

I. The Time Has Yet Not Come 

 A. What had changed from when they started (Ezra 3:1-11)? 

  1. A little opposition divided the people and made them think selfishly (Ezra 4:1-3; Hag. 1:2-4). 

  2. It is easy to find excuses to do what is easy and what is most convenient (ex. Moses, Esther). 

  3. They most likely still had heavy Babylonian influence, which would not have lined up with  

  how God’s people should be acting and thinking. 

 B. Priorities express themselves in our lives 

  1. We can claim to have God’s best interest in mind but our lives show our true priorities. 

  2. They were building paneled homes, which were rare in those days, so they were not just  

  building homes; they were building really nice homes (Solomon’s palace 1 Kings 7:1, 7). 

  3. The Hebrew word for “paneled” could also be rendered as finished, these houses were not in  

  the process of being built but basically done and now working on finishing touches.” 

  4. This is most likely pointing to the leaders when their priority should have been God’s house. 

II. Consider Your Ways 

 A. Consider Your ways 

  1. Another rendering of “consider” could be “set your heart on” your ways. 

  2. God through Haggai is trying to get them to look into their heart 

   a. He appeals to their mind (vs. 4) 

   b. He appeals to their heart (vs. 5) 

   c. He appeals to their will (vs. 8) 

 B. The Lord has held back His blessings on them 

  1. Verse 1:6 

  2. Pursuing the things of the world put’s no treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21). 

 C. Glorify and Praise God 

  1. If our goal is glorify and bring praise to God, we may want to seek His advice on the “How?” 

  2. When God’s house is being built and worked on (physically or spiritually) He is pleased and  

  glorified (Matthew 5:13-16). 

III. Simplicity of Getting in God’s Favor 

 A. Obedience 

  1. Obedience to Haggai was the same as obedience to God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

  2. There is a growing number of people who think Paul’s words are inferior to that of Christ.  

  The problem is they don’t understand the were Paul’s words came from (1 Cor. 2; Eph. 3:1-11). 

  3. They revered (feared, awed, respect) the Lord. We ought to never lose our awe of God, not  

  only for who He is but what He has done. 

 B. The Lord was with Them 

  1. “I am with you” a promise we also have when we obey the voice of the Lord (Jn 14:15, 23; 1  

  John 3:23-24). 

  2. Blessings come to those who are in the grace of God (in Christ Eph. 1:3-14). 

 C. Work was accomplished 

Conclusion: 

1. Verse 15: it has been 3 1/2 weeks since verse one. So this took some time and some “stirring up” by God. 

2. Sometimes we need to be reminded to consider our ways or “Set our heart” on our ways. 

3. After searching deep into our hearts and comparing that with God’s word, let’s be about the work of the 

Lord. 


