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Haggai Introduction 

Introduction: 

1. Haggai means “joyous one or festive/festival” 

2. “God spoke” or an equivalent is used 26 times in this book 

3. Haggai and Zechariah were contemporaries sent for the same purpose to continue the building of the temple. 

Discussion: 

I. When was it written? 

 A. The Second Year of Darius of Persia (Darius the Great) 

  1. Darius reigned from 522 B.C.-486B.C- Ahasuerus was his successor during the time of Esther 

  2. 18-19 years after the return from captivity (c.f. Ezra 1:1-4; 5:1). 

 B. To put in perspective of God’s overall plan and longsuffering 

  1. It is about 1,500 years after the time of Abraham 

  2. 1,000 years after the time of Moses 

  3. 490 years after the time of David 

  4. 410 years after the split of the kingdom (Rehoboam and Jeroboam). 

  5. 200 years since Assyria took the Northern Kingdom into Captivity 

  6. 90 years since the beginning of the Babylonian Captivity 

  7. Only 120 years before the “400” silent years.  

  8. 520 years until Christ and 550 until the age of the church 

II. Why was it written? 

 A. Worked had stopped on the temple 

  1. Internal evidence: Haggai 1:2-4 

  2. External evidence: Ezra 4:1-6 

  3. Also possibly (Ezra 4:7-23) Depending on which Ahasuerus (Xeres) and Artaxerxes  you  

  think is being talking about in the chapter. 

   1. It could be Cambyses (Ahasuerus) and Pseudo Smerdis (Artaxeres) 

    a. Cambyses  was the king of Persia after the time of Cyrus 

    b. Pseudo Smerdis was a usurper of the throne and would have caused unrest in  

    the kingdom. The Samaritans would have appealed to him because he would have 

    been very wary of any opposition because of his usurping, which did not last long. 

   2. It could also be that Ezra is describing events of constant opposition to the work of the  

   Lord even up until his writing of this book during the time of Nehemiah. 

 B. To ensure them God was with them even if the temple was not as “great” as the former temple (2:1-5) 

 C. To give hope of a restored kingdom (2:20-23) 

III. Major lessons 

 A. Consider our ways (Chapter 1) 

  1. We cannot allow our priorities to get in the way of God’s priorities (1:2-5). 

  2. The work they were doing would/did not profit them in the eyes of God (1:6, 9-11). 

  3. Our work gives glory and honor to God (1:8) 

 B. Take Courage 

  1. We need to ensure God’s spirit is with us and within us (2:4-5). 

  2. Everything belongs to God and He will provide for our needs (2:6-9). 

  3. We are to be holy (2:10-14) and God would bless us (2:15-19) 

 C. God’s Kingdom will always prevail 

  1. He has to power to “shake the heavens and the earth.” This is used as a day of destruction but  

  also restoration (similar to “the day of the Lord” concept). 

  2. God has chosen or sealed His people with His signet ring (Zerubbabel here but Christ   

  ultimately). 

  3. No physical power can defeat God; therefore no physical power can defeat the church. 

 


