
Amos 2:4-16



 Amos Means “Burden Bearer”

 He was not a trained prophet but was a very skilled speaker…

 He had a simple commission, “Go prophesy to my people Israel”

 He was a shepherd, a cattle raiser, and a pruner of sycamore fig trees.

 He prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II (about 740 BC) when Israel was 
experiencing social and economic “bliss” from a pure physical standpoint. There 
captivity comes from Assyria in 721 BC

 Amos will first give a prophesy of coming judgement to the surrounding nations, 
though they are not the focus of his prophesy.

 Israel consists of the 10 Northern tribes, also know as the Samaritans during the 
time of Christ.



 Though Israel is the main focus of the book of Amos, Judah also has 
it’s judgement. Not too long in the future will the have their own 
captivity

 Plain and simple:

 They rejected the Law of the Lord

 They would not keep his statues

 Their lies have led them astray

 Their lies consisted of thinking that because they were God’s 
chosen, nothing could happen to them

 They would preach peace in a time of destruction

 They would claim to be following God while at the same time 
worshiping idols and committing great acts of immorality



They were socially hardened
They sold the righteous into slavery for money

They abused the poor

The meek were set aside as worthless

They were morally hardened
 Incest and perversion of the sexual relations (7b)

They mocked God’s law of Exodus 22:26-27

The would fine people just for the sake of buying wine 
and then get drunk in the house of God



 The Lord reminds Israel of His benevolence in the past to them as a nation and 
contrasts that with their wickedness.

 God destroyed the powerful Amorites (Gen 15:16)

 He delivered them from Egyptian bondage and given them new territory

 He led them through the wilderness

 He sent them prophets to lead them as a nation

 How did they thank Him? (2:12-)

 They corrupted those who took vows (The Nazirtie vow was burdensome) and 
made them break it

 They corrupted their prophets and told them not to prophesy

 They even burdened God, this goes to show that God is not detached from our 
everyday lives



Their future does not look bright…

There is no man, not matter how fast, 
strong, or brave that will escape the day 
of judgement

Even those who are known for their 
bravery and courage would panic.



 This is not the last of what God has to say about Israel’s judgement, chapters 3-6 
will be three different “sermons” that warn of the impending judgement of the 
Northern Kingdom
 Each section will begin with, “Hear the word of the Lord”

 3 Sermons”
 Chapter 3: “Cause—Effect Relationship”

 Chapter 4: “Prepare to Meet Your God”

 Chapter 5-6: “Seek the Lord that You may Live, Woe to Those who Do Not”

 God has not only been good to the nation of Israel but He has been good to the 
entire world and we ought not mock all the good things He has done for us by 
living a life of sin.

 When we alter or the plan or preaching that God has so carefully laid out for us, we 
will not escape His judgement.


