
How Shall we Return? 



 Review chapter 1 and 2 

 God is answering their objections and 
questions about His justice 

 “You have wearied the Lord with your words. 
Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied Him?’ In 
that you say, “Everyone who does evil is good 
in the sight of the Lord, and He delights in 
them,’ or, “Where is the God of justice?” 



 God’s answers the question to where is His 
justice? 

 My Messenger is the Elijah of Ch. 4- John the 
Baptist (John 1:23; Is 40:3; Matt 3:3; Mark 
1:3; Matthew 11:14; 17:11-13) 

 He gives a messianic prophecy (Romans 3:26; 
John 12:48) 

 Christ will come to His temple (John 2:13-22; 
Matt. 21:12-13). 

 He will purify all the sons of Levi 
◦ The Jews, specifically priests  
◦  The Jews and Gentile’s 2nd chance(Rom 1:16; Eph. 

2; 1 Peter 2:5; Rom 12:1-2). 



 They were robing God, in tithes and offerings. 
 God wants them to test Him (positively), to 

see of their curse, which they brought upon 
themselves, would be turned back into a 
blessing 

 First fruit principle (Jericho, Neh. 10:34-39) 
 Arrogant words- It is vain to serve God and 

has no profit 
 They tested God negatively (15) by calling 

those arrogant people, blessed 
 Look at what a nation looks like when they 

turn from God and no longer trust His 
promises 



 Those who feared the Lord “banned” together 

 God remembers those who fear Him and their 
works (Hebrews 6:9-12) 

 He makes them His own possession (Titus 
2:11-14). 

 Even in punishment, God distinguishes between 
the righteous and the wicked (Look at Daniel in 
Captivity) 

 Elijah is coming to prepare the way for the Sun 
of Righteousness (John 1:1-14; 2 Sam. 23:1-5). 



 Jesus Christ came to call out those who would 
fear Him and become His very own 
possession. 

 He is the great purifier who is willing to 
cleanse our sins (Heb. 10) 

 We are to test God in a positive way by 
trusting in His promises, knowing that He will 
be found faithful (Hebrews 6:13-20) 

 The Elijah did come and He did prepare the 
way for the King and the King has Risen!! 


