
“Out With the Old and in 

the With the New” 
A study of the Old Covenant as it relates to the New 

Covenant 



Introduction 

We are going to look at the purpose 

of the Old Covenant as it relates to 

the New Covenant. 

We will look at statements by New 

Covenant writers, including Jesus 

Himself, to see how the Old 

Covenant relates to us as New 

Covenant Christians. 



Context of Galatians 

Chapter 1- So quickly turning to another 
gospel and the defense of Paul’s 
authenticity of apostleship 

Chapter 2- Paul confirms the message and 
the hypocrisy of Peter 

Chapter 3- Law vs. Faith, purpose of Law in 
relation to “The Faith” 

Chapter 4- no longer slaves but heirs, Bond 
and free Woman Allegory 

Chapter 5- freedom in Christ, spirit vs flesh 

Chapter 6- A life of service and love, closing 



Galatians 3 Context 

They were not converted through the works of 

the Law or words of the Law but by the law of 

faith and spirit.  

Salvation does not come by “law” it comes 

through Faith. Faith leads one to be obedient 

under what ever “law” system they are under. 

The Law was a curse (Galatians 3:10-14) It 

was to teach them about sin (1 Timothy 1:8-10; 

Romans 7:7-12). 

Why then the Law? (Galatians 3:19-22). 



The Maturity of the Law 

10 Commands at Sinai, Application of Law 40 years 

later (Deuteronomy 1:5) 

Illustration of how laws change for children. 

God desires mercy and loyalty and not sacrifice     

(1 Samuel 15:22; Hosea 6:6). They were supposed 

to grow into this but never did, so God gave them 

up (some did, i.e. remnant). 

Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” is the pinnacle of 

how the Law should have brought them to maturity. 

(Matthew 5:17 c.f. Matthew 23:23). 

 



Adoption as Sons 

New Covenant is the ultimate fulfillment of the 

Maturity of the Law (Galatians 3:23-4:7) 

No longer under a tutor (Child conductor) 

Not help under bondage of the elemental things 

of the word (basic) 

No longer slaves but sons and now heirs of the 

promise! 

Allegory of Hagar (slave) and Sarah (free-

woman) (4:21-31). 



The Privilege of Freedom 

Those who are mature, do not use their freedom 

for the flesh (Gal 5:13a). 

God gives us freedom so that we can serve 

others better in love (Gal 5:13b-15). 

God gives us freedom because He desires us to 

make the right choices without having to be 

talked to like a small child (5:16-24; Eph. 4:13-

16). 

From Slaves of sin to bond-salves of 

righteousness (Romans 6:17-ff). 



Application 

“If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit” 

Don’t claim to be of God and live like the 

world! 

Old Covenant is for our learning and to bring 

us to Maturity as sons of God. 

Illustration of salve girl bought and set free, 

only to turn and willfully serve the one who 

paid for her freedom. 


