
Amos Chapter 4



Sermon #2 of 3 sermons

Amos who is not a trained prophet, from Judah, preaches to 
Northern tribes of Israel

This is about 20-40 years before the Assyrian captivity

Amos first preaches to the surrounding nations, even Judah 
is a part of the list but focuses most of the book to Israel

Chapter 3 gave a good perspective on God’s covenant 
relationship. It is a cause and effect relationship, if they 
serve Him Blessing. If they do not Cursing!



God called them the kine (female cows) of Bashan. They were 
the fat cows that fed off the land. 

This reference is used in other places c.f. Psalm 22:12; Ezekiel 
39:18

He is not talking about their weight (c.f. James 5:1-5)

These women of the rich were persuading their husbands to 
take advantage of the poor so that they could have more.

 1 John 3:15-18

Example: 1 Kings 21- Naboth’s Vineyard. Ahab wanted it and so 
his wife Jezebel persuaded him to take it from Naboth.



Normally receiving a promise from the Lord, is a good thing 
but in this case, it is not, the Lord Yahweh.

God is swearing by the very Holiness of His being

God is holy and cannot in fellowship with the unholy (1 John 
1:5-7; Isa 59:1-2)

They were going to be taken away with meat hooks and fish 
hooks, Assyria literally took away the people with ropes 
and hooks through nose or lip rings…



Amos does not mince words, he uses sarcasm to get a point 
across

Go to Bethel and transgress- this is the location of the 
golden calf (1 kings 12:28-29)

Gilgal- a site of unspiritual worship (Hosea 4:15)

You cannot worship false gods, and have unspiritual 
worship and then try to serve and worship God

They honor God with their lips but their hearts are far from 
Him (Isa 29:13)



 God disciplines those whom He loves (Hebrews 12:7-11)

 But you have not returned to Me:

1. Cleanness of teeth and lack of bread (lack of food)

2. Withheld rain 3 months before harvest

1. He showed it was a divine act by only sending rain to certain areas while others right next to it 
would dry up

2. So everyone would go to the cities to drink but there would not be enough for all to be satisfied

3. He blighted their crops

1. Scorching winds and mildew

2. Hungry caterpillars devouring crops

4. He plagued them with disease after the manner of Egypt

1. He overthrew them like in Sodom and Gommrah

5. He destroyed them

1. He took them down to a “burning stick” snatched out of the fire, not much heat let

2. Divine mercy was for naught…



Therefore: there is always a reason for God’s 
judgement…

Prepare to meet your God! (1 Thess. 5:1-ff)
God was still their God and yet God cannot be 
with sin and darkness

Amos brags on the holiness and nature of 
God…how could you not serve such an 
awesome God


