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Take Time to Be Holy- Making Hymns Come Alive 

Introduction: 
1. A short introduction to the song. It all came from the scripture 1 Peter 1:16 
2. The title of the song is very thought provoking but true, it takes time to be holy and the only way to be holy is time but 
not time alone.  
3. The concept of “taking time” is found in Ephesians 5:15-16 and Psalm 90:2, “So teach us to number our days, That we 
may present to You a heart of wisdom.” 
 
Discussion: 
I. It takes Time 
 A. The world is a busy place but it doesn’t have to be. You are only as busy as your schedule. 
  1. Don’t let the thorns choke you out-Matthew 13:22 
  2. As a soldier of Christ, don’t be entangled (ensnared) by everyday life- 2 Timothy 2:2-3 
 B. Sacrifice is key 

1. If we are not willing to deny ourselves (which includes our time) we cannot be a disciple of Christ- 
Matthew 16:24-27 
2. It is a daily sacrifice of being transformed into the image of Christ- Romans 12:1-2 

 
II. It takes Fellowship 

A. With God 
 1. We need to be praying- (Phil 4:6; 1 Thess. 5:16-18) 
 2. We cannot gain wisdom, unless we ask, in faith- (James 1:5-8) 
 3. Fellowship comes by walking in the light (i.e. holiness) – (1 John 1:5-7; Eph. 5:6-21; Col. 1:9-14) 

 B. With Saints 
  1. Make friends with God’s children 

a. I like this thought because our fellowship ought to drive us to brotherly love- Romans 12:10 
   b. 2 Peter 1:5-7- brotherly love and agape love 
  2. Unity and Peace- 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4; Col. 3:14-15         

3. Being with those who are of like mind and are striving to be like Jesus, will have a positive influence on 
us, instead of constantly being with the world 

 
III. It takes being led by God 

A. By His word- (Psalm 25:5)- “Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You 
I wait all the day.” 
B. By His Example- (1 Peter 2:21)- For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps” 
C. By His Mind- (Ephesians 4:17-33) 
D. By His Love- (1 John 4:7) - “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 

 E. it is God who is at work through us (Phil 2:12-18). 
 
Application: 
1.  “Holy” means “set apart” but not just because you are morally set apart but because God has made you pure and clean. 
2. God’s holiness is “intense” which is seen both at the “burning bush” and also in the temple. One needed to be pure to 
be able to withstand God’s holiness or they were “burnt” up. 
3. This is shown in Isaiah 6, when Isaiah comes before the throne room of God but realizes he is not worthy to be there 
and then the Seraphim comes and cleanses him….when normally a holy item is made unholy when it comes in contact 
with something that is unclean (unholy) God is able to make that which is unclean or unholy, both clean and holy 
4. Ezekiel then, in chapter 47, sees the river flowing out of the temple cleansing all things around it. 
5. Jesus says he is the fulfillment of all those promises, He is holy and anything that comes in contact with Him both 
physically and spiritually was made clean. 
6. We being His disciples, now purified and holy, we go into the world and cleanse it by spreading the love of Christ. 


