
The Gomer Syndrome- No 
Knowledge of God 

A Study of Chapters 4 & 5 



How has Israel played the Harlot? 

• Review Introduction and Chapters 1-3 

• Chapters 4, 5- No Knowledge 

• Chapters 6-11- No Loyalty Love 

• Chapters 12-13- No Faithfulness 

• Chapters 14- God’s Love and Mercy = 
Restoration 



God Brings Israel to Court 

• Compare to Hosea 2:2, God is searching 
for a remnant to stop living in the ways 
of their ancestors 

• Case #1 No Faithfulness or Kindness 
• Case #2 swearing, deception and 

violence 
• Case #3 Lack of/rejection of knowledge 
• Case #4 The more they multiply the 

more they sin 



Lack of Knowledge (Case #3) 

• They have a lack of knowledge not because it 
was unavailable but because they rejected it 
(4:6). 

• This is the cause of their downfall…evil comes 
after one rejects God’s truths. 

• “My God will cast them away because they 
have not listened to Him; And they will be 
wanderers among the nations” (Hosea 9:17). 



No Truth or Loyalty (Case #1) 

• Lack of truth (faithfulness)- They are full of lies 
and deceit. They cannot keep their word 

• Lack of loyalty- lack of loyalty love. Lack of 
kindness, there was no love of brethren (c.f. 
Ruth 1:8). 

• Hosea 6:4-6 



The Breaking of Oaths (Case #2) 

• The New Living translation gets a proper 
picture of what is going on 

• “You make vows and break them; you kill and 
steal and commit adultery. There is violence 
everywhere--one murder after another.” 

• The breaking of oaths was done flippantly 
before God and between brothers. 

• This crime was worthy of death (Ex. 21:12). 



The More the Multiply… 

• “The more they multiplied, the more they 
sinned against Me” (4:7) 

• Sin is something that if not taken care of gets 
worse and worse from generation to 
generation. 

• The flood was proof of that… 

• Israel’s history was proof of that… 

• Our nation is becoming proof of that… 



Their Consequences (Chapter 5) 

• God’s Judgment applies even to the 
priests and king (5:1-2) 

• “Their deeds will not allow them to 
return to God” (5:4-5; c.f. Is 59:1) 

• “They will go with their flocks and herds 
to seek the Lord, but they will not find 
Him; He has withdrawn from them (5:6) 



Their Consequences (cont.) 

• They will be crushed because they have 
chosen to follow man’s command (5:11). 

• Even the great Assyria (the greatest 
nation at the time) could aid them (5:13). 

• God will carry them away from their 
land, like a lion (5:14). 



Application 
• When we reject God’s knowledge, we walk after 

our own ways which lead to destruction 

• When we put our trust in anything other than 
God, it will not protect us from God (The Gomer 
Syndrome). 

• God always has a plan to Redeem His people. 

• “I will go away and return to My place until they 
acknowledge their guilt and seek my face; In 
their affliction they will earnestly seek Me 
(5:15). 


