
Common-Sense truth for the day! 

•Whoever blesses his 
neighbor with a loud voice, 
rising early in the morning, 
will be counted as cursing 
(Proverbs 27:14). 



When 
Mountains 
Won’t Move 
Re-Plant the Seed 



The Parable of the Soils (Mark 4:1-12) 
• 4 different types of soils 

 Rocky Soil 

Seed among the Thorns 

Soil by the Road 

Good Soil 

“It sprang up immediately 
it sprang up because it had 
no depth of soil, after the 
sun had risen it was 
scorched…and withered 
away” 

“and the thorns 
came up and 
choked it, and it 
yielded no crop” 

“and the birds 
came and at it up” 

“as they grew up and 
increased, they yielded 
a crop and produced 
thirty, sixty, and a 
hundredfold” 



Do you still not understand? 
• Jesus was a little frustrated with His disciples 

• He expected the crowds not to understand the parable  

• “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but to those 
who are outside get everything in parables, so that while seeing, they may 
see and not perceive, and while hearing, they may hear and not 
understand, otherwise they might return and be forgiven” (Mark 4:11-12). 

• Jesus using a well known Old Testament concept. It is used in Isaiah 6:9; 
Jeremiah 5:21; Ezekiel 12:2 

• It always refers to a rebellious people, who will only do what they think 
is necessary for survival.  

• During the times of the prophets, it was putting faith the in surrounding 
nations, rather than in God. 

• The “return and be forgive” would not have been heart-felt but out of 
necessity. 



The Parable of the Soils- Explained (Mark 4:13-20) 
• 4 different types of soils 

 Rocky Soil 

Seed among the Thorns 

Soil by the Road 

Good Soil 

“they receive it with joy but 
because they have no firm 
root in themselves, but are 
only temporary; when 
affliction or persecution 
arise, immediately they fall 
away” 

“the worries of the world, 
and deceitfulness of 
riches, and the desire for 
other things enter in and 
choke the word and it 
becomes unfruitful” 

“when they hear, 
immediately, Satan 
comes and takes away 
the word which has 
been sown in them” 

“they hear the word 
and accept it abd bear 
fruit, thirty, sixty, and 
a hundredfold” 



The Nuts and Bolts of Faith 

• Hearing alone is not enough 

• We need to hear the word of God while having the right kind 
of heart 

• The Gospel message is designed in such away to enact an 
emotional response. 
You are dead in your sin and the only way out is through 

Christ 
Any person who has even the smallest amount of faith is 

touched by such a love 

• This soil is not just describing the religious world in general 
but it cuts close to home, it is has application to the church. 



In the Church, some live on the Path 

• This does not always happen intentionally 

• So how does it happen? 
1. Teaching stops at home 
2. Bible class lessons become mundane and no meat 
3. Learning stops (We should never stop learning) 

• This does not just happen to kids 

• Adults who still behave like the world, they can’t love, 
they talk rude, they always gossip. 

• They have allowed Satan to steal their heart and in so 
doing he wins their lives. “Everyone who practices sin is 
of the devil” (1 John 3:8). 



In the Church some live on the Rocks 
• I was the soil that had been planted by the Rock.  

• I was so joyful about my faith…. 

• BUT, when things got hard, I QUIT, I GAVE UP…I allowed 
persecution to WIN and TRIUMPH…it was not until I changed my 
heart (attitude, thoughts, behavior) that the seed was no longer in 
rocky soil, it was in good soil! 

• Faith that cannot withstand persecution, is a weak faith that has 
not root. 

• “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:6-7). 



In the Church some live among the Thorns 

• This is the one, that I see the most 

• People’s priorities are politics first, then kingdom business 

• People’s priorities are work first, then kingdom business 

• People loose faith in God, when worry sets in (Matthew 
6:25-34).  

• They are more concerned with every day life than with that 
to which they were called, “Kingdom living.” 

• It is not that they don’t know the verse, “do not worry…” it 
is that they, for whatever reason, do not trust or have faith 
in the verse. It shows in the way they live 



In the Church some live in the Good Soil 

• These are the soul winning, gospel sharing, godly living 
individuals who know to what they have been called and they 
produce fruit 

• This fruit consists first and foremost in their own lives and the 
lives of their family (Luke 8:15) 

• The fruit also consists in their willingness to share the gospel 
with the world around them. 

• “For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your 
faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to 
say anything” (1 Thessalonians 1:8). 



Summary of the Soils 

•Road- the word is not written on their heart 

•Rocks- they fear persecution and hard times 

•Thorns-worry is stronger than their faith 

•Good Soil-they multiply 



Application 
• If our Mountains are not 

moving, it may need to start 
with Re-planting out won 
seed into the right soil. 

• We need to be in the good 
soil to bring others to the 
good soil. 

• If we are not in the “good” 
soil, then let’s get out the 
rototiller, which is God’s 
word, and begin with a fresh 
fertile soil! 


