
Jonah 
Overview of the Book 



Introduction 
• 2 Kings 14:25, Jonah was a prophet of God during the days 

of Jeroboam II 

• Nineveh will later become the  capital of Assyria (Modern 
day ISIS or Nazi Germany). They were the world power at 
the time and could do as they pleases 

• Erika Bleibtreu sums up Assyrian’s record of state-
sanctioned violence like this, “It is as gory and blood 
curdling a history as we know” (Nahum 3:19). 

• Jonah, did not want to go to the epicenter of such a 
place and preach the gospel. 

• Would we go? This overview will look at the stages of 
Jonah’s life and  will make application to how we may be 
more like Jonah then we realize. 





Jonah Runs Away From God 

• Fear can make us believe crazy things, like, that we can 
actually escape the eyes of God. 

• Jonah’s fear and lack of trust in God, had consequences 
for the people around him. (Jonah 1:4-9). 

• It seemed as if these sailors could see the benefit of 
pleading to God for fear of His wrath. 

• This storm must have been a very unnatural storm for them 
to make such a reaction. 

• Jonah as a prophet of God was useless, while not obeying 
the commands of God, so he was literally tossed 
overboard. (c.f. Luke 14:34-35). 



Jonah Runs to God 

• Jonah realizes, in the midst of His distress, the foolishness of 
his “fleeing from God”. 

• When we are in a wrong place with God we need to 
recognize it is on us not God- “I have been expelled from 
Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward Your Holy 
Temple” (2:3). 

• “But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving. 
That which I have vowed I will pay. Salvation is from the 
Lord” (2:9). 

• “Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah 
up onto dry land” (2:10). 



Jonah Runs with God 

• God does not let Jonah get out of his initial task, He tells 
him the same thing. Jonah, wisely, decides to obey. 

• Jonah preached repentance to one of the most wicked 
cities of its’ (all) time.  

• The people believed in God and repented and God 
relented. God’s word holds the power to salvation for any 
person, no matter their past (Rom. 1:16; 1 Tim. 1:15-17) 

• When we do things God’s way, it always works out for the 
best. 

• “The Jesus way is the only way”- He is the author and 
perfecter of our faith 



Jonah Runs ahead of God 

• “This greatly displeased Jonah and he became angry” 

• Running a head of God puts us in a position to think we 
know “better” than God (c.f. 2:2-3). 

• Jonah’s priorities become misplaced.  

• He gets more comfort from “physical shade” than he does 
over the salvation of souls. 

• God gives him a reality check as to what is truly important 
in life and what is not. 



Application 
• We have not specifically been asked to go into the 

“center” of the most ravenous and immoral place in the 
known-world but if we were would we? 

• Do we even talk to our friendly neighbors who we have no 
fear of our physical life being harmed by? 

• Do we reach out to our communities, which do not come 
close to compare to the type of violence Jonah would 
have most definitely come into contact with one way or 
another? 

• Do we care for our “physical” blessings and weep over 
things that are not important but feel no sorrow for the lost 
and dying world. 

• The story of Jonah is so significant, because it really is the 
story of all Christians today. 




