
Introduction 



 Nehemiah is the last book of history that we 
have and Malachi is the last prophet.  

 Nehemiah governed Judah from 445-425BC 
and then left for 3 years to go back to King 
Artaxerxes because of the promise he made 
back in Chapter 2:5-6. 

 It was most likely during his time of absence 
or soon after he came back, that Malachi is 
prophesying. 

 Nehemiah came onto the scene after the 
captives were returned from captivity when 
he heard the wall had not been rebuilt. 

 



 The word for “governor” in the text, is the Persian 
word “Pehah” which is used in Nehemiah also, so 
we know at least it was during the time of the 
Persian empire (539-333BC). 

 Internal conditions 
◦ Priestly laxity - Mal. 1:6 - 2:9 (Neh. 13:4 9) 
◦ Financial abuses & neglect of tithes - Mal. 3:5-10 

(Neh. 13:10-13). 
◦ The Temple was rebuilt and sacrifices were being 

made (Malachi 1:8-10) 
◦ Intermarriage with pagans & divorce of their 

wives to marry pagan women - Mal. 2:10-16 
(Neh. 10:30; 13:23-28; Ezra 9-10).  
 



 Jack Lewis says, “it is written in a style very 
unique to the prophets.” 

 The style the “didactic- dialectic method,” 
and would later be the method used often by 
Jewish Rabbi’s. 

 Dialectic method of speaking (also known as 
the Disputation method) is as follows: 
"assertion - objection – rebuttal” 

 It is written like a running debate, where an 
assertion will be made, an objection given to 
the assertion, and then God’s rebuttal (c.f. 
Malachi 1:2). 



 Chapter 1- Profaning God in Sacrifice, God 
wanted them to close the temple doors 

 Chapter 2- Priests are rebuked 

 Chapter 3- I will send my messenger, quit 
robbing God, remnant of those who feared 
God 

 Chapter 4- Sending Elijah (John the Baptist) to 
restore the hearts of the people. 



 The book of remembrance --- Mal. 3:16, in 
which the deeds of the righteous are 
recorded. The development of this concept is 
seen in the later writings of God's people.  

 The idea that true repentance is the first step 
toward a proper spiritual relationship with 
God is stressed.  

 Malachi emphasizes the coming of a 
forerunner who is to herald the coming of the 
Lord. Jesus and others regarded this 
prophecy as foreshadowing the work of John 
the Baptist --- Mark 9:11-13.  
 



 Restorations are good but if we do not 
continue the “fire and zeal” that caused the 
restoration, we too may fall back into our old 
ways. 

 We need to make sure that spiritual worship 
is in spirit and truth (John 4). 

 Will we rob God in our offering of not only 
our material things, but also our lives? (2 
Corinthians 9:7; Romans 12:1-2) 

 Those who fear God will heed these words, 
but those who do not will be punished by 
God. 


