


Introduction 

• When we think of our Christian journey, it 

can be both difficult and long, but being 

able to have a friend like Jonathan would 

certainly make it much easier. 

• Think of Paul’s relationship to Timothy and 

Christ’s relationship to John (the disciple 

whom He loved). 

• Context of 1 Samuel 13-17 



A Friendship based upon a 

Covenant of love 
• After seeing the faith of David, Jonathan 

“knit” his soul to David. (1 Samuel 18:1). 

• Jonathan made a covenant with David 

because He loved him as himself (18:3). 

• Jonathan and David understood the 

principle found in Leviticus 9:18. 

• It’s that “loyalty love” found in both Ruth 

1:6 and Hosea 6:4-6. 



A Bond Stronger than Blood 

• Jonathan, did not allow his relationship 

with his father to interfere with his 

relationship with David (1 Samuel 19:1-4; 

20:1-7). 

• This puts Jonathan at odds with Saul (1 

Samuel 20:30-34) 

• Jesus says the ones who are his family 

are those who do the will of His father. 

(Mark 3:33-35). 



A Love that Remains in Death 

• David and Jonathan had been under this 

covenant for almost 40 years. 

• David has been rescued from the hands of 

king Saul primarily because of God, but 

through the agent of Jonathan… 

• So when David finds out about Jonathan’s 

death, here are his words…2 Samuel 1:26 

• David knew this principle (2 Sam. 12:21-

23). 



Friendship Verse 

• Prov. 18:24- A man of many companions 

may come to ruin, but there is a friend who 

sticks closer than a brother. 

• Prov. 13:20- Whoever walks with the wise 

becomes wise, but the companion of fools 

will suffer harm. 



Friendship verses 

• Prov. 27:5-6- Better is open rebuke than 

hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a 

friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 

• Ecclesiastes 4:9-10-  Two are better than 

one, because they have a good reward for 

their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up 

his fellow. But woe to him who is alone 

when he falls and has not another to lift 

him up! 



Application 

• Even people like Jesus and Paul had 

“Jonathan’s” in their lives. 

• When we find our Jonathan, our 

relationship should be built on love, 

stronger than blood, and remain beyond 

death! 

• Our relationship in Christ should be 

stronger than that of our own family! 


