
Chapter One- CLOSE THOSE TEMPLE DOORS 



 Review of the Introduction 
◦ Last Prophet of the Old testament 
◦ Written during the time of Nehemiah 
◦ Written in a debate style format (didactic- dialectic 

method: assertion - objection – rebuttal). There are 
3 for the first chapter alone. 

 In Chapter 1 we are going to look at the heart 
of the problem,  which is a consistent theme 
throughout the minor and major prophets. 

 This chapter is very emotionally driven, you 
can see the heart and “plea” of God. 



 Yahweh is bringing to their remembrance the 
covenant He made with them. 

 Edom refers to the nation of Edom, the 
Edomites (c.f. Romans 9:10-14). 

 God had truly blessed them and God did not 
bless the Edomites 

 God is showing a love for what Israel should 
have stood for and a hate for how Edom 
puffed themselves up (Obadiah: 2-9, 10-14, 
16). 



 Where is my Honor and Respect (Ex. 20:12; 
21:15, 17). 

 They ask, “Where have we despised you?” 
◦ They would have told you they were “offering” to God. 

What does it matter if it is changed a bit or “technically 
less” than what God has asked for? 

 “I desire loyalty, not sacrifice… Obedience is 
better than sacrifice…” (Hos. 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:22). 

 Their offering was less than what their own 
governor would take… 

 God would rather have the temple doors closed. 

 



 They were so careful not to say or write 
“God’s name” yet they ended up profaning it 
in the way they lived (1:12-14). 

 They had gotten to the point where following 
God became tiresome and disdainfully sniffed 
at it… 

 They were stealing sacrifices and giving the 
lame and the sick to God 

 It was costing them nothing to sacrifice to 
God when it should have cost them the first 
of everything. 



 We need to realize how much God loves us 
and all the things God has done. It will be our 
motivation to serve Him all of our days. 

 We need to be careful of our sacrifices and 
offerings and that they are not less than what 
God desires (2 Cor. 8:1-5; 9:6-15). 

 God wants our hearts! (Matthew 15:8) 
 We need to take the work of the Lord 

seriously and never grow tired of doing good 
and worshiping Him (Gal 6:9-10). 

 We need to worship and serve God how He 
has asked to be worshiped and served 
(Romans 12:1-2). 


