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 RECAP 2:4- this is the foundation of the book

 A Prayer of Habakkuk, that most likely was later turned into a psalm.

 Many prayers were sung by the Jews and it is evidence by the Hebrew word 
“Shogionoth” which is more commonly know as a musical phrase, “after the 
manner of elegies (mournful song). 

 The phrase is found in the title of Psalm 7, which is a psalm about David’s 
questioning whether he committed a sin of ignorance or not.

 “Habakkuk is teaching his countrymen to confess not only their more grievous sins 
but also their errors and negligence's, into which they were especially to fall in 
exile away from the Holy Land”- New American commentary

 The word is translated by Delitzsch and Henderson as “With Triumphal music,” it is 
implying it’s enthusiastic irregularity

 This is a highly passionate song, with Habakkuk’s response to God’s Sovereignty



 Habakkuk is responding to the report he heard by God (c.f. 2:1-2)

 He Fears God- by the rest of the prayer it seems to be a reverent fear, 
maybe something he had lost before and therefore he questioned 
God. Another reading could read, “I stand in Awe of your work” 

 This time instead of questioning why God is using the Chaldeans, He 
asked God to remember mercy. 

 Habakkuk finally understands this is going to take place but it 
doesn’t mean God’s mercy will leave them, but they still have to 
suffer the consequences of their sin.

 Habakkuk asked for three things total:
 1. Revive your Work (God’s plan for His people)

 2. Make it known (understanding of the plan)

 3. Remember Mercy 



 The Prophet calls forth a sermon from Moses before his death 
(Deuteronomy 33:2)
 This was a sermon of blessing over the tribes

 God loves His people and He keeps them

 Teman and Paran are both near Sinai; reminders of all the events 
surrounding Sinai.

 Verse 4- seems to be a hint towards a Messianic fulfillment (1 Tim. 6:16;1 
John 1:5)

 This is a prayer of thanking and bring to remembrance the protection of 
God

 God surveys the land, as is His right, because He is God the creator of it all

 Cushan and Land of Midian are two groupd who God has judged in the past. 
The Midianites were defeated by a mere 300 with Gideon



 Vs 8 is many times misunderstood but in context it seems to be a rhetorical question…No God, 
parting the red sea, nor heaping up the Jordan was not an act of violence against the seas, they were 
in deliverance to His people.

 It was a purposeful work, it brought about salvation.

 The river that killed the Egyptians, was actually God riding on His chariot and horse, God can use 
anything at His disposal for His will.

 Bow was made bare- The bow is symbolic of power and warfare
 Jesus came and rode on a white horse carrying a bow (Revelation 6:2)

 Even the strongest of enemies  bow before God (Habakkuk uses some of the strongest forces in 
nature to represent this) vs. 12

 All this was done once again for the salvation of His people

 Verse 13-14a seems to have a Messianic message as well.
 Head of the house could refer to both Babylon and Satan

 You pierced (wounded) the with his (head of house of evil) own spears (Gen 3:15)



 Habakkuk 2:4, 3:2, and 3:16 are some of the key verses in the book.

 Habakkuk’s fear of sin led to God telling Him about Babylon and He feared 
Babylon, but then God’s judgement upon Babylon brought a fear of God 
which led to a strong faith in God

 Now Habakkuk was going to wait “quietly,” most likely referring to no 
longer questioning God.

 No matter what happens to Habakkuk or his surroundings HE will not loose 
His faith in God and will always glorify God from this point forward.

 Faith in God is exhilarating

 Habakkuk compares it to being like a running dear (or fast hind legged 
animal) or walking on a high mountain top being able to look over all ones 
surroundings!



The world around us is sinful and we need to understand 
that God knows about it and He is/will take action against 
sin

We need to live by faith no matter the world around us look 
likes

We need to be reminded of all the great stories of God and 
His dealings with His people to remind us of His love and 
discipline

Our fear of God needs to drive us to a stronger faith in Him, 
so that we can glorify Him no matter life’s circumstances!


