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The Heart of a Preacher- Matthew 9:35-38 

Introduction: 
1. There are two different aspects to preaching. There is the “full-time” preacher whose job is to help equip the 
congregation for the work of service (Ephesians 4:11-12; 2 Timothy 4:5). 
2. Then there is the everyday Christian who is also a preacher of God’s word to the lost (Romans 10:8-15). 
3. Both take the same heart for preaching the word of God and it is found in Matthew 9:35-38. 
 
Discussion: 
I. A Look into the Heart of God 
 A. Compassion comes from understanding 

1. Jesus, seeing the people could have said, “look at a those sinners” instead he realized that people have 
been misguided and they have not been shown the way. 
2. Psalm 78:38-39- God showed compassion because He remembered that we are but “flesh” 
3. Through our understanding, we also can be slow to anger like God (Ex. 34:6; Ps 86:15; 103:8; Joel 2:18). 

 B. Compassion is acted upon 
  1. Jesus when He saw them, he taught them and fed them (Mark 6:34-38) 
  2. It is the proof of our living faith (James 2:14-ff) 
  3. This compassion gave Jesus His mission, “to seek and save the lost” (Matthew 18:11) 
  4. It is easy to say that the only reason the world exist today is because of God’s great compassion 
II. It is not for the Faint of Heart (Matthew 9:37-10) 
 A. The Harvest is plentiful but the workers are few 
  1. This seems to be the unfortunate “norm” when it comes to the kingdom of God 
  2. People want work done but they are not willing to do it themselves 
 B. The sending of the twelve (Matthew 10) 
  1. Go to the “lost sheep” of Israel (sheep without a shepherd) 
  2. Preach the Kingdom of God (7) 
  3. Go to those who are “worthy”- those who receive their greeting (the preaching of the kingdom) 
 C. There must be a strong Faith in God to endure persecution (10:16-31) 
  1. They hated Jesus, they will hate His disciples (10:16-25) 
  2. Do not fear those who can kill your body, but the one who can kill your soul (10:26-31) 
 D. One must be a devoted disciple (10:32-39) 
  1. We must be willing to confess Jesus (this confession is not denying Christ in the face of persecution). 
  2. Even family cannot be an excuse for one to not become a devoted disciple of Christ. 
 E. A reward for all sorts of service (Matthew 10:40-42) 
III. I Want to go Learn This… (Matthew 9:10-13) 

A. When the Pharisee’s caught Jesus “sitting” with sinners and tax collectors, Jesus teaches some lessons we would 
do well to learn 
 1. It is not those who are healthy who need Jesus but those who are sick 
 2. “Find a hurt and heal it”- Flavil Yeakley 

 B. I desire compassion (mercy) not Sacrifice 
  1. “To go learn this” we must go to where He is quoting- Hosea 6:6 

2. “Loyalty” is the word “he-sed” meaning favor, devotion, mercy, loyal love, which came to represent 
God’s covenantal love” (Same word Ruth uses in Joshua 2:12, she “dealt kindly” and in Ruth 1:8) 

 C. God delights in the knowledge of Him over burnt offering 
  1. Sacrifice and burnt offerings don’t do a person any good without a knowledge (relationship) with God 
  2. Relational knowledge of God, leads one to obedience (1 Samuel 15:22-23). 
 
Application: 
1. If we want to be like Jesus, then we need to have the same mission that Jesus had. 
2. When we have the same mission as Jesus we need the same motivation He had, COMPASSION. 
3. When we have the COMPASSION that Jesus had, we seek and save the lost and preach the good news about the grace 
of God! 


