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The Road to Hope- Romans 5:3-5 

Introduction: 
1. Hope is the central theme in the Bible, yet many Christians live in such a way that they Hope they have a Hope, they 
think they are saved. HEBREWS 6:13-20… it is not “wishful” thinking but it is sure expectation of a promise made by God. 
2. John tells us that we can KNOW (absolutely with solid evidence) that we are saved. It is not a guessing game, or if I am 
really good up until the day I die. We have hope in Christ Jesus. 
3. So let’s take the road to hope together! 
4. Context, esp. 5:1-2 
 
Discussion: 
I. Exult in Tribulation 

A. Exult (kauchaomai) - to express an unusually high degree of confidence in someone or something or something 
being exceptionally noteworthy. 
 1. A form of the word is used in 1 Tim 4:2 as a branding iron. 

  2. Paul uses this word exult several times in Romans both in the positive and the negative 
   a. Romans 2:17- those who boast in God 
   b. Romans 2:23- boasting in breaking the Law 
   c. Romans 5:2- exult in God 
   d. Romans 5:11Rejoice in God through Jesus, through whom we have received Reconciliation 
 B. Tribulation (thlipsis)- pressure from all sides, trouble involving direct suffering 
  1. Acts 14:22- through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God 
  2. Rocky Soil won’t cut it- Mark 4:17 

C. Tribulation becomes a badge of honor (Acts 5:41; Matthew 5:12). 
II. Know this that Tribulation Produces Perseverance 
 A. Know (Eidotes)- To know or perceive something through experience or having realized something already 
  1. This knowledge is past, they know this is the case. 
  2. Same knowledge used in 1 John 5:13- that you may know you have eternal life 

B. Perseverance (hypomone)- “Hypo” means below and “mone” means to remain…literally to remain under 
 1. God has called us to remain under tribulation, not leave it. 
 2. Illustration: INSIDE OUT MOVIE- We need sadness sometimes to feel comfort (2 Cor. 1:6) 

III. Perseverance Brings About Proven Character 
 A. Proven Character (dokime)- verifiable evidence, reliability, has been tested and passed the test 
 B. Timothy was a man of proven Character (Phil 2:19-22) 
 C. Paul put the Corinthians to the test about their forgiveness (2 Corinthians 2:9) 
 D. The “Proof” of the Corinthians generous gift to the needy saints, God was going to be glorified (2 Cor. 9:13). 
  1. Same with the Macedonians (2 Corinthians 8:2) 
  2. The word “ordeal” is the same word here. That was their test… 
IV. Proven Character Produces Hope (5) 
 A. How so? 

1. James 1:12- Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, for once he has been approved… 
2. He will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who LOVE Him. 

 B. Hope does not disappoint 
  1. Our hope is in unseen things (Romans 8:23-25; 2 Cor. 5:7) 
  2. It does not mean it is without evidence (Hebrews 11:1-3) 
 
Application: 
1. So what does the Road to hope look like? 
2. Hope comes from a person who has been tested by fire and have persevered through such and has had their character 
proven before God. 
3. A person who suffers for the cause of Christ, has hope beyond hope because Jesus has been brought grace upon grace. 
4. Can you imagine the comfort Christians could gain from this passage as they are going through persecution, wondering 
if it is worth it…Romans 5:6-11 


