
What did the Tree ever do to You, Jesus? 
Mark 11:1-26; Matthew 21:1-22 

Introduction: 
1. The story of the fig tree from Mark Chapter 11 
2. A fig tree in the Palestinian area is supposed to bear fruit before it bears leaves, yet this was a leaful, fruitless 
fig tree. 
 
Discussion: 
I. Background 
 A. Historical Background of the Jews 
 B. Background of the Jews during the time of Jesus 
 C. The Immediate Text 
  1. Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem- it will be his last week before the crucifixion 
  2. This time period comprises 25-48% of the various gospel accounts. 
  
II. Fruitlessness Angers Jesus (Mark 1:11-18) 
 A. Jesus was growing close to the time where He would put Judaism in its proper place (Eph. 2:13-14) 
 B. Jesus cleanses the temple, it was no longer the house of God but a den of thieves (Mark 11:17) 
  1. Quotation from Jeremiah 7:11, read context 12-20 
  2. It was supposed to be a house of prayer- (Isaiah 56:7) 
 C. Jesus would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple 
  1. He was not only turning tables but also the very seats people sat on 
 D. Parable of the fig Tree- (Luke 13:1-8)* 
  1. Jesus doesn’t care about the previous sins but He cares about one’s willingness to repent 
  2. If it does not bear fruit though, it is useless- “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance”- (MT 3:8) 
  3. “Fruitlessness leads to Uselessness”- (2 Peter 1:8-9) 
 
III. Fruitlessness is a matter of the Heart (Mark 1:20-26) 

A. Not too much later, after have so many bad experiences with the scribes a Pharisees after this event, 
Jesus would look out over Jerusalem: 

1. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often 
I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 
you were unwilling. Behold, you house is being left to you desolate!” 
2. Matthew 24, continues the thought… 
3. Jesus tried but they were unwilling 

 B. Faith is the victory that provides true power 
  1. The ones who were inquiring were the God-fearing gentiles (John 12:20-26) 
  2. It does not matter the lineage but it has always been about Faith in the heart 
  3. The Pharisee’s only cared about their political position with the people (Luke 19:45-48) 
 C. David is the ultimate illustration of this principle (1 Samuel 16:7) 
  1. A good man brings about the goof things of his heart- (Luke 6:45) 
  2. Our fruits- (Galatians 5:22) 
 
Application: Jesus gives some good tips on Fruit Bearing! 
1. Jesus gives a faith lesson on prayer (11:22-24) 
2. Jesus gives a lesson of forgiveness (11:25-26) 
3. We need to constantly examine ourselves by looking at our fruit, are we fruit bearing, and is our heart into 
our daily service for God. Jesus told the Gentiles in Romans 11, if I cut off the Jews, I can cut you off as well. 
4. This story has nothing to do with a fig tree but it has everything to do with the condition of people’s heart! 


